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Bellbird Residents Advocacy Group

 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at 10.30 am on  
Sunday 28th February in the Creeklands SE of Waratah Cres, Blackburn 

 

 

Present: Rob Weiss, David Gough, Peter Tipping, Tracey Jarvis-Ball, Alison Kirk, Jacquie Weiss, 
Florence Gough, Stephen Ball, Michael Kirk, Jeff Williams (NF), Ken Rigby, Nancy Anderson, 
Rosemary Baird, Jim Chambers, Pennie Kendall, Paul May, Bill Grano, Jeff Goldsworthy, Chris 
and Trish Brewer (NF) 

Apologies: Anthea and Ian Swann, Geoff and Nicky Muston, Peter and Joan Selby Smith, Janet 
Yeo, Janis Kondurovskis (NF) 

President’s Report (attached):  Rob Weiss spoke to his written report which will be posted on 
BRAG’s website. He emphasized the progress made since the Community meeting held on 4th 
March 2020 at Blackburn Bowls Club despite the severe restrictions imposed shortly afterwards 
in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. Particular progress has been made in developing 
relationships and understandings with ParksWide regarding the management of vegetation in 
the Bellbird area. Planning matters will be taken up via CROWAG however this has been very 
much held back by Covid-19 restrictions. Moved Jeff Goldsworthy, seconded Stephen Ball that 
the report be accepted. Carried. 

Treasurer’s Report (attached): David Gough reported on the favourable balance ($944.20) 
explaining that this healthy position is due to a significant founding donation and also because 
the cost of printing BRAG’s new brochure was covered by a local business. Moved David Gough, 
seconded Pennie Kendall that the report be accepted. Carried. 

Approval of Rules of Association: The proposed rules closely resemble the model rules 
provided by the Department of Consumer Affairs. They were foreshadowed on 4th March 2020 
and have been available on the BRAG website since. The purposes of the Bellbird Residents 
Advocacy Group were read to the meeting. Moved Stephen Ball, Seconded Florence Gough that 
the rules be accepted. Carried. 

Confirmation of Annual Subscription: The meeting confirmed the committee recommendation 
that the annual subscription remain unchanged at $10 per household for the 2021/22 financial 
year. Moved Tracey Jarvis Ball, seconded Jacquie Weiss. Carried. 

The meeting confirmed the committee recommendation that the due date for payment of the 
annual subscription be 30th September each year. Moved Stephen Ball, seconded Jeff 
Goldsworthy. Carried. 

Election of Office Bearers: Prior to calling for nominations, the President advised that most 
committee meetings will be held online by Zoom. Although initially dictated by Covid-19 
restrictions, this approach has been found to be efficient and effective. The occasional face-to-
face meeting will be held, for example to introduce new committee members. 
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The following nominations were received: 

President    Rob Weiss 
Vice President   Peter Tipping 
Secretary    Alison Kirk 
Treasurer    David Gough 

 
Number of Ordinary Committee Members: The meeting confirmed the committee 
recommendation that the maximum number of ordinary committee members be six. Moved 
Peter Tipping, seconded Jacquie Weiss. Carried.  

Election of Ordinary Committee Members: The following nominations were received: 

Tracey Jarvis-Ball 
Paul May 
Joan Selby Smith 

As the number of nominations did not exceed the positions available all those nominated were 
declared elected. 

General Business 

1. Timing and location of next AGM  

The rules require the annual general meeting to be held within 5 months after the end of the 

financial year so the next annual general meeting must be held prior to 30th November 2021. 

Those present indicated a preference for an evening indoor event, possibly at Blackburn Bowls 

Club. This would enable a presentation or similar to supplement the official business. 

2. Questions from the floor 

Jeff Goldsworthy asked about the status of 60 Main Street and plans for 3 double-storey town 

houses.  The President explained that this property is again up for sale and the planning permit 

is current after several renewals. Stephen Ball made the point that renewals are taking place 

despite planning guidelines having changed in the interim. Rob Weiss said that this is legal and 

he would raise this through CROWAG. 

Meeting closed at 11.15 am.  
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President’s Report to Annual General Meeting  
28 February 2021 

In BRAG’s first year of operation since our formation on 4th March 2020 as a formal Association 
we have accomplished a lot thanks to our hardworking committee: Alison Kirk, Secretary, David 
Gough, Treasurer, Tracey Jarvis-Ball and Peter Tipping. My thanks to all of them and to our 
other volunteers for their time and hard work. 

Due to the Covid-19 restrictions, this, our first AGM, has been postponed from last year. 
Normally we would report on our activities for the financial year to June 30th, but this report 
looks at our work up until February 2021. Hopefully, normal service will resume soon with the 
next AGM in spring this year! 

BRAG Administration 

Formalities associated with becoming a formal Association were completed efficiently, despite 
the onset of Covid-19 restrictions almost immediately after the March community meeting. In 
April  we prepared and distributed information to residents encouraging membership and as of 
today 44 of the 164 households in the Bellbird Area are financial members. Thank you to all 
who have joined. We also have 139 individuals on our email list. My thanks to Wendy Hogan for 
managing our email distribution. A strong membership is important to provide credibility in our 
negotiations with Council. 

During the year we issued email updates to residents every couple of months, compiled by 
Alison. We also letterboxed the area twice, once in April with the new BRAG pamphlet 
produced by Tracey, and one last week with notice of this AGM.  

It is sad to report that “foundation” Bellbird Area resident (from the 1950s) and foundation 
BRAG member Freda Chitty passed away at the age of 90 in December. Freda’s wit, good 
humour and support will be sorely missed. Ian Cameron, another longstanding resident of 
Laurel Grove, also passed away earlier this year and several other members moved from the 
area during the year. 

The committee met monthly online by Zoom with an impressive 100% attendance rate. This 
proved time efficient and effective. We plan to continue to meet online with the occasional 
face-to-face meeting, for example to welcome new committee members. 

Our website is in the process of being overhauled. Our thanks to Tim Hosie for maintaining the 
website. 

Vegetation Management 

One of the primary roles of BRAG is to provide an interface between Council and Residents to 
ensure sympathetic management of our special streetscape. I am please to report that we have 
established a good relationship with ParksWide, the Council department responsible for 
managing roadside vegetation.  

BRAG representatives have met quarterly (again via Zoom) with Shenandoah Bruce (Co-
ordinator – Natural Environment), Cassie Lukies (Volunteer Support Officer) and, when 
required, Callan Walker (Team Leader – Arbor). As well as allowing each party to better 
understand the other’s point of view, this has also enabled  Tracey to work directly with Callan 
Walker and also Brendan Foster (Tree Planting Officer) to ensure an acceptable outcome for 
residents for both tree pruning and replacement tree planting. 
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Outstanding from the LLB Special Charge Scheme was planting of trees to replace those lost 
during the roadworks. ParksWide has agreed to plant 40 trees, of which 7 were planted last 
year.  A further 21 or so will be planted during 2021. The remainder will be planted when 
suitable locations can be found, for example after storm damage. Residents should contact 
Council directly if they would like to request a street tree. Any proposal for tree planting (or 
other works such as a driveway or parking space) on the street verge must be approved by 
Council. If you have any questions for BRAG about street tree planting, please contact Tracey 
Jarvis-Ball (0419 378 543). 

Street tree pruning can be contentious but is required to meet legal requirements relating to 
powerline clearance, to reduce the risk of injury to the public and to promote tree health. 
Pruning is normally undertaken each year in November to comply with State Government 
requirements for powerline clearance. However, as most of the powerlines in our area are 
underground, ParksWide agreed to postpone pruning in the SLO1 area until February in order 
to avoid the nesting season for Tawny Frogmouths and other birds. (Pruning by Council 
contractors is now planned for March 9th). During a walkthrough of the area, Tracey and 
ParksWide’s Callan Walker have agreed on the specific “light touch” work to be undertaken. 

This is an interim approach to tree pruning until firmer criteria can be documented to guide the 
special requirements for pruning  in our unique area. During 2021, roadway markers will be 
installed where necessary to delineate the edge of the roadway from which tree clearance 
measurements will be taken. This will remove one level of uncertainty. Ruth Ault, our resident 
Tawny Frogmouth expert, has provided detailed input to ParksWide on retention and 
maintenance of habitat trees. In the medium term, a section will be incorporated in the revised 
Urban Forest Policy to provide specific criteria. BRAG has provided some initial input into this 
and will continue to work with ParksWide to ensure an acceptable outcome. A draft for review 
is not expected until mid-2021. Input on revision of other aspects of the Urban Forest Strategy 
is being sought by Council and BRAG will continue to contribute. 

Planning Issues 

BRAG is a member of the Combined Residents of Whitehorse Action Group (CROWAG) that 
advocates to Council on behalf of the residents of Whitehorse relating to planning and other 
related issues. This larger body provides a more effective voice than that of a small group like 
BRAG and has made significant progress during 2020. However, where necessary, BRAG will 
continue to advocate directly to Whitehorse Council on planning issues that are specific to our 
area. 

To ensure potential purchasers are aware of the special requirements of the Bellbird Area, 
when a house comes on the market BRAG contacts the agent and makes available a poster 
and/or fliers for distribution or display. We may also provide these directly at open-for-
inspections or display them nearby. In the last year we have done this for about half a dozen 
properties and also provided Resident’s Kits to new occupants of four properties. The kit 
explains the area’s history and how to support the special features of our area as well as where 
to get guidance on plant selection. Thankfully, no inappropriate planning applications have 
been lodged in our area in the last year. 

We are often contacted by other organisations for support in objecting to unsympathetic 
planning applications in their local area. Individual members and friends of BRAG have 
contributed to a number of objections during the year. If you are willing to be advised of  
planning issues from outside the area, please advise the secretary or tick the appropriate box 
on the membership form. 
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Other Matters 

With the easing of Covid-19 restrictions we hope to progress upgrades to street signage to 
enunciate the speed limit more clearly and minimise the risk of oversize vehicles entering. We 
also hope to upgrade or refurbish the “special area” street signs. If you have any suggestions or 
other concerns, please contact a committee member. 

Thanks to all our residents for your support and we look forward to a successful 2021. If there 
are any issues you feel BRAG could help you with, please don’t hesitate to contact a committee 
member or Alison Kirk on 0425 798 558 or via our email address below. 

 

Rob Weiss 
President, BRAG 
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Bellbird Residents Advocacy Group 

Treasurer’s Report March 4 2020 to February 28 2021 

 

Opening balance at March 4 2020  

 Funds in the bank   $450 
 Petty cash   $65 
Total:         $515 

 

 

Income: 

Donations   $20 
Memberships   $450 

Income total:        $470 

Total Funds        $985 

 

Expenditure: 

Membership of Combined Residents of Whitehorse Action Group (CROWAG) 

03/04/2020    $25 

Bank Charges   $15.80 

Expenses total:       $40.80 

 

Funds available: 

Funds in the bank  $889.20 

Petty cash   $55 

Total Funds available at February 28 2021    $944.20 

 

 

 

David Gough - BRAG Treasurer. 
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